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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES — CHILDREN IN CARE — ACHIEVER AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.12 am]: I rise today to talk about this year’s 
Achiever Awards. This program is open to Western Australians aged 15 to 25 years who have spent time in the care 
of the Department of Communities and are continuing with their educational or vocational pursuits. Like many other 
events that were planned this year, the annual Achiever Awards ceremony had to be cancelled due to COVID-19, 
but this did not stop these young achievers from receiving their prizes and having their successes acknowledged. 
I take this opportunity to celebrate the young people who are the recipients of this year’s awards. The Achiever Awards 
program is in its thirtieth year. To date, it has supported more than 500 young Western Australians with a lived 
experience in out-of-home care to further develop their skills, knowledge and resilience. Recipients are recognised 
in one of three category pathways—university achiever; registered training achiever; and apprenticeship or traineeship 
achiever. The Achiever Awards are a great opportunity to recognise the efforts of young Western Australians 
transitioning from out-of-home care and pursuing higher education and training to prepare for success in adulthood. 
We know that young people who have been in out-of-home care have often faced significant challenges in their 
lives. Although each of their experiences has been unique, collectively their achievements are a reminder that 
challenging circumstances need not place limitations on future success. 

It is also important to recognise the critical role of foster families and carers in creating a safe and stable environment, 
which is fundamental to providing young people with the opportunity to learn, set goals and achieve. I also want 
to acknowledge those staff who have worked with these young people to support them to thrive. I again congratulate 
these young people who were recipients of these awards and wish them all the best in their endeavours. I look 
forward to hearing about their future success. 
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